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Program Note

Dedicated to a cellist colleague of mine (Joan Jeanrenaud), this piece is my attempt
to recreate and flourish materials developed during our free improvisation
sessions. Here we consider ourselves “string walkers,” playing string instruments
together while imagining ourselves walking along a rope. In both senses of the
word, the piece is about how two instrumentalists walking on a string are balancing
each other out through careful juxtaposition and integration of different sections.
Each section has been cherry-picked from a series of free improvisations we did
back in 2017. Reverse-engineering parts from casually improvised music allowed

me to compose a guideline piece that includes impromptu inserts for a variety of
performers who wish to learn how to improvise. The duration of each
improvisation section is subject to change according to the performer’s comfort
level. In this process, extended techniques can be introduced, while leaving open
the possibility of making adjustments on the non-improvisational parts with joy.

Performance Note

€+ c(symbol): Slide very quickly upwards from below the target
p— , note, typically through one half step.
araaans oo
g * Wide vibrato o ——— -« tr(symbol): Trill

* Tap the soundbox * Behind bridge (pizz)
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Gliss. up and down through any series of pitches
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